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Abstract
Nigeria has lost 90% of her original tropical rainforest cover to logging,
bush burning, slash and burn agriculture all of the remaining 10% of this is
found ecotourism site. Some of these sites are of great importance, if they
should be developed, except the National parks that have been gazetted OT
mapped out to some extent to bring man close to nature. National park is
not the only ecotourism site; there are many others, as could be seen on the
text. Recently, Nigerian national parks have started gaining ground in the
issue of conservation. They preserve a lot of cultural and natural resources
in their original state. As it is open to public visitation, people will come to
know the wealth of their cultural and natural heritage value of their
country as it showcases live pictures of wildlife. Thus, ecotourism
development fostered local economic development, together with a strong
national appreciation of the importance of the natural resources. Through
park visitation, environmental
education and private ecotourism
development, the national parks and the wildlife reserves are now seen as
a fundamental feature to development in Nigerian society. This paper
examines ecotourism in form of national park with a view of assessing ~t~
contributions to community development.
...
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INTRODUCTION
Ec ot ou r is rn is a new
developmental area in Nigeria. Eco
is a word that is connected with
the environment. That means that
ecotourism's roots lie in nature
and outdoor tourism. It is true
that African parse do experience a
kind ofleisure time in the past, but
the truth is that tourism is still
recent in Nigeria. Ecotourism is
about creating and satisfying a
hunger
for nature,
about
exploiting tourism's potential for
conservation and development
and about averting its negative
impacts on ecology, culture and
aesthetics (Western, 1993). He
also noted that ecotourism is an
amalgam of interest arising out of
environmental, economic, and
social concerns. Ecotourism has
seen a dramatic and continuing
change in nature travel. Africa is a
good example because of its rich
wildlife resources. Nigeria has
abundant
physical attractions
namely hills, waterfalls, springs,
caves, lakes and mountains
across th.e length and breadth of
the country. The fascinating
features and beautiful scenes
providefuteresting
sites for
leisure, adventure
and other
tourism related activities. Among
them are the Jos wildlife parks,
National parks, Obudu cattle
Ranch eI~'(NTDC, 2005). These
attractio . attract people locally
and internationally.
The ,rich
traditional festivals of various
~
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ethnic groups, beautiful hotels,
national
edifices / buildings,
recreational parks etc. also attract
domestic
and international
tourists.
The development of
ecotourism in Nigeria can be
traced back to 1889, when the
colonial government took steps to
establish the first forest reserve in
then colony of Lagos (Duke,
2008:25).
Ecotourism came of age in
2002, when the United Nations
celebrated the International Year
of Ecotourism" The meeting was a
watershed event, but it was not
created with those who had
pioneered the niche. Tourism has
become one of the largest global
economic activities
a way of
paying for nature conservation
and increasing of land left natural.
Ecotourism could be practiced
throughout
the world noted
Marguba
(200 1:5) from the
Tundra
region through
the
temperate zone, the montane
forest region, the deserts to our
tropical world. He further asserted
that these kinds of destinations
are restricted to some few specific
protected Natural enclaves within
these geographical regions. This is
because for any site or location to
be
qualified for ecotourism, the
t
natural
'landscape
must be
relatively undisturbed for people
to study, enjoy and admire the
scenery and its wild animals and
plants in their natural state.
Nigerian National parks are
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qualified as an eco-tourism site.
The world conservation Union
(IUCN, 2000) defines a National
park as a relatively large area of
land or sea where: (a) one or
several ecosystem is not materially
altered by human exploitation. (b)
The highest competent
legal
authority of theicountry (federal
government) has taken steps to
eliminate as soon as possible
exploitation.
(c) Visitors are
allowed to enter under, special
conditionstbr
inspirational,
educational,
cultural
and
recreational purposes. Eagles et
al. (2000:9) noted common feature
to these national parks. First, they
were created by government
action. Secondly the areas set
aside were generally large and
contained
relatively
natural
environments. Thirdly, the parks
were made available to all people.
Thus, from the very beginning,
park visitation and tourism were
central pillars of the national
parks
movement.
Nigeria'S
protected natural ecosystems are
diverse, rich and scenic with
enormous
potentials
for
recreation
and ecotourism
(Aremu, 2001). Nigeria has a lot of
categories of protected areas,
those that are upgraded and those
that are not, they are the Game
reserves, strict Nature Reserves,
Game sanctuaries,
biosphere
reserves, National parks and
others. The great potentials of
these National parks have been

emphasized
by Ayodele and
Falade (1993). They are very rich
in fauna and flora resources.
Ecotourism has become an
important economic activity in
natural areas around the world
(Drumm et al., 2004:3). It provides
opportunities
for visitors to
experience
powerful
manifestations
of nature and
culture and to learn about the
importance
of biodiversity
conservation and local cultures.
At the same time, ecotourism
generates income for conservation
programes and economic benefits
for communities livingin rural and
remote areas. Drum et al. (2004:3)
noted that the attributes
of
ecotourism makes it a valuable
tool for conservation.
Its
implementation can:
.:. Give economic value to
ecosystem
services
that
protected areas provided;
.:. Generate direct income for
the conservaf n of protected
areas;
.:. Generate irect and indirect
income for local stakeholders
creating
incentives
for
conservation
In local
communities;
.:. Build constituencies
for
conservation,
locally,
nationally and intentionally;
.:. Promote. sustainable use of
natural resources and '
.:. Red u c e t h rea t s t 0
biodiversity.
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Some areas have greater
potential for realizing the benefits
of ecotourism than others. In
areas with low visitation, the
potential is not usually clear. In
others, tourism may already be an
important factor. In both cases,
the ecotourism's potential is seen
as a powerful tool for conservation
strategy. Not all tourism to natural
areas is ecotourism
because
nature tourism as opposed to
e cot 0 u r ism , may
1a c k
mechanisms
for mi tiga ting
impacts on the environment and
fail to demonstrate respect for
local culture. Excess visitation to a
site can undermine the values that
make these areas attractive. The
value of protected areas should
not be overemphasized. Protected
areas, especially these found in
the tropics and in less developed
countries, contain many of the
world's
greatest
ecotourism
attractions. These attractions may
consist of rare or endemic species
of flora or fauna, abundant
wildlife, high indices of species
diversity, unusual or spectacular
geomorphological formations, or
shrique historic or contemporary
cultural
manifestations
in a
natural context (Drumm, et al.
2004:3).
History of Ecotourism in Nigeria
(National park).
The protection of wildlife
began with the creation of Nigeria,
soon after the amalgamation of the

northern and southern parts of
the
co u n try
in
19 14
(UNEP/WCMC, 2006:9). Regional
game laws were enacted, initially
by eastern nigeria in 1916 and
later by the western and northern
regions in 1928 and 1963,
respectively. The three categories
of protected areas recognized
within the wildlife sector are strict
nature reserve, game reserve and
national park, all of which were
formerly reserved forest. In the
late 1980s the federal Natural
Resources conservation council
(NRCC)was created. This council
was chaired by the president with
representatives from a number of
ministries such as World Wildlife
Fun d (WW F),
f 0 0 d and
Agricultural Organization (FAO),
i n t ern a t ion a 1 u n ion
for
conservation
of Nature and
Natural Resources (IUCN)and the
Nigeria conservation foundation
(NCF). This council provided
coordination for the conservation
of natural resources, developed
policies, directed measures to
secure the status of species and
sites, monitored conservation
activities within the forestry and
wildlife sectors, and provided
funds for conservation activities
within the forestry and wildlife
sectors, and provided funds for
conservation and research work.
However,
Nigerian's
experience with the establishment
of National parks is a very recent
development. It began in 1979
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when
the
first
Obasanjo
Administration
promulgated
Decree 49 of 1979 (Later Act 46 of
1979) and proclaimed Kaniji lake
National park. Therefore, Kaniji
lake National park is the first
National park in Nigeria. President
Olusegun
Obasanjo
is the
pioneering inspiration
in the
establishment of National parks in
Nigeria (Marguba, 2002). He also
observed that the 1979 National
Park Act had singularly placed
Nigeria among comity of nations,
which have the political will to
check the senseless plundering of
natural resources so that future
generations can appreciate and
enjoy their natural heritage, as did
their grand fathers and great
grand fathers
before them.
Marguba further asserted that as
a concept,
National
park
management
is about
the
conservation
of unique
ecosystems
for sustainable
development,
recreation
and
public enjoyment. He noted that
today Kenya, South Africa and
Tanzania are important tourist
destinations
because
of the
success of their National parks
and other protected areas. Kenya
started its park protection and
development over 56 years ago,
while South Africa began 103
years ago with Kruger National
park.
The first protected area
specifically
earmarked
and
developed
for ecotourism

345
purposes in Nigeria is the Yankani
game Reserve, which has since.
1991 been up-graded to national
park status. Borgu forest Reserve
was to follow in 1963 when it was
concerted to a Game reserve
(Marguba, 2001:15,
16). The
poten tial
for ecotourism
development
in Nigeria
is
enormous.
Nigeria's protected
natural ecosystems are diverse,
rich and scenic with enormous
potential
for recreation
and
ecotourism.
The mangrove
communities
are the most
productive ecosystems in the
world. Nigeria has about 9.7
million ha of this ecosystem,
which accounts for nearly 35% of
the West African mangrove forest.
Conceptual Clarification
Some of the concepts are
clarified to enable us to appreciate
the discourse.
National Parks
A lot of papers have been
written
on National
Parks
worldwide, Africa and Nigeria in
particular. National Park is an
area set aside by a national
government for the preservation of
the natural
environment.
A
National Park may also be set
aside for the purpose of public
recreation
and
enj oymen t
(Encyclopedia Britannica, 2005).
According
to the American
congressional
Act of 1916,
National park is an area set aside
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for the conservation
of the
scenery, the natural and historic
objects and the wildlife, there in to
provide for the enjoyment of the
same in such manner and by such
means
as will leave
the
unimpaired for the enjoyment of
future generation ((Arikpo, 1996).
He noted that there is no
harvesting of timber, no hunting
unless planned or controlled and
there is no mining of minerals.
There is, or should be, no grazing
of domestic animals. Other people
hold the view that a park is a
public and pleasuring ground for
the benefit and enjoyment of
people. The park and the natural
curiosities there and the game
were set aside to be preserved for
future generations, the naturalist
and the philosopher .Ayodele
(2001: 12) said that National park
, is an area of nature in which wild
animals and their' habitats are
protected
by the
Federal
Government from destruction and
buffer exploitation. Adegbe (1999)
is in consonant with Ayodele in
which he defined a National park
as a forest area in the country side
whose natural beauty is reserved
and maintained by the Federal
Government for public visitation
and enjoyment. National park
provide a foundation for spiritual,
scientific, recreational and visitor
opportunities all of which must be
environment all and culturally
compatible (Earth Trends, 2003).
National park is in category II in

IUCN (1994, 2000) management
categories of protected areas. To
help improve understanding and
promote awareness of protected
areas
purposes.
IUCN has
developed
six categories
of
protected areas identified by their
primary management objectives
(IUCN1994:2000).
TABLEIIUCNMAlfAGEJlEIfTCATEGORlESOFPROTECTEDARIW
(IUCN,l994:2ooo).
CATEGORY DESCRIPTION
Strict ,,_ture reserve/wilderness Area ; Protected area
I
managed mainly for science or wilderness protection.
Strict "ature Reser ve: Protected area managed mainly
la
for science.
Ib
Wildness Area : protected area managed mainly for
wilderness protection.
II
Natioaal park : Protected area managed mainly for
ecosystem protection and recreation.
"aturaI monument: Protected area managed mainly for
III
conservation of specific natural features.
Habitat/species management Area : Protected area
Iv
managed mainly for conservation through management
intervention protected landscape/seascape protected
area managed mainly for landscape I seascape
conservation and recreation.
Managed _
protectecI Area: Managed mainly for
Vi
the sustainable use of natunal ecosystems.

There are several important
features to note:
(1) The basic of categorization is
by primary
management
objective.
(2) Assignment to a category is
not a commentary
on
management effectiveness.
(3) The categories system is
international.
The notion of protected
areas. developed a great deal in
recent years and now embodies
many different ideas. Nonetheless,
IUCN (1994, 1999, and 2000) has
agreed upon a single definition of a
protected area as follows. "Anarea
of land and/ or sea especially
dedicated ~to the protection and
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maintenance of biological diversity
and of natural and associated
cultural resources, and managed
through legal or effective means.
Protected areas are internationally
recognized as a major tool in
conserving
species
and
ecosystems. They also provide a
range of goods and services
essential to sustainable use of
natural resources (UNEP/WCWC,
2006).

According to Nigerian Tourism
Development co-operation (2005),
National parks
play special
tangible and intangible roles vital
to National and regional well-being
as well as act as a catalyst for the
development
of eco-tourism.
Marguba (2002 ) also noted that
protected areas like National
parks playa central role in the
social and economic development
of rural
environments
and
contribute to the ecqp.:omicwell
being of urban centres and the
quality of life of their inhabitants.
National parks also enhance
ecological processes
and life
support system such as soil
regeneration,
protection
of
nutrient cycles, cleansing and
purifying hydrological cycles etc.
National parks play significant
roles in science research and
educational
d e v e Io p men t
especially
in a g r i c u l tjfr e ,
medicine,
psychology,
spiritualism etc. There is need 'to
recognized fully the role of"
indigenous people in respect of

fully the role of indigenous people
in respect of protected areas and
to develop international
cooperation in protected areas
across
national
boundaries
(Beltran, 2002; Sand with et al,
2001). Indeed the overwhelming
role National parks play in
ecological protection, enhance
agriculture and medicine in a
country like Nigeria far outweigh
all other benefits (NTDC, 2005).
Boo (1991) noted that to have a
successful ecotourism enterprise
and to ensure
that
local
communities' benefits from the
tourism
development,
local
people, should actively participate
in tourism planning.
Ecotourism Tourism
In a simple term, tourism is
the movement of people from their
.residence to another area visited
to achieve a stated objective.
Tourism has been defined by
Mcintosh and Gupta (1980) as the
entire 'world industry of travel
hotels, 'transportation
and all
other com ponen ts, inc1uding
promotions,
.. which serve the needs
and wants of travelers. Pearce
(1989 ..lD Burns,
1999) has
identified certain characteristics
of tourism. First, as there is a little
chance
for understanding
between hosts and guest. Second,
the tourists are on holiday while
the hosts are at work serving
them. Tourism, the world's largest
'industry; despite derision and
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sleaze, is ever more important in
global cultural life. All of us are
tourist now and then, reluctantly
or eagerly visiting the exotic
consuming the foreign, watching
the great universal show. The past
is particularly
important
for
tourism. A notable sociologist Erik
cohen notes, "tourism is a fuzzy
concept", his best definition
emphasizes
that tourists are
people
who travel
"in the
expectation of pleasure from the
novelty and change experienced
while away from the everyday rule
of their lives.
Ecotourism
means
ecological
tourism,
where
ecological has both environmental
and social connotations. It is
defined both as a concept tourism
movement and as a tourism
(specifically sustainable tourism)
section
(wikipedia,
2003).
According into (Duke, 2008:25),
ecotourism is a deliberate act of
travel to a natural, relatively
undisturbed,
uncontaminated
area with specific objective of
studying, admiring, and enjoying
the wild scenery, including wild
animals,
plants,
geomorplrological features, as well
as
existing
cultural
manifestations (past or present).
Ecotourism is of special interest of
UNEP for its relationship with
conservation; sustainability, and
biological
diversity.
As a
development tool ecotourism can
advance the three basic goals of
All
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the convention on Biological
Diversity.
•
Conserve
biological
(and
cultural)
diversi ty, by
strengthening protected area
management systems (public
or private and increasing the
value of sound ecosystems;
•
Promote the sustainable use
of biodiversity, by generating
income, jobs and business
opportunities in ecotourism
and
related
business
networks, and
•
Share
the
benefits
of
ecotourism
developments
equitably
with
local
communities and indigenous
people, by obtaining their
informed consen t and full
participation in planning and
management of ecotourism
businesses.
•
Interprets the natural and
cul tural
heritage
of the
destination to visitor.
•
Minimization oftourism's own
environmental impact after
liability and lack of waste in
the form ofluxury
•
Local culture, flora and fauna
being the main attractions
(Wikipedia, 2003: UNEP,
2006).
According to the Quebec
Delcaration
on Ecotourism,
ecotourism
"embraces
the
principles of sustainable tourism-- and the following principles
above distinguish it from the
under concept of sustainable
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tourism,
which follows clear
processes
that: ensure prior
informed participation
of all
stakeholders
and to promote
processes for indigenous peoples
and local communities to control
and maintain their resources.
Ecotourists are individuals who
travel to relatively undisturbed or
uncontaminated
natural areas
with the specific objective of
studying, admiring and enjoying
the scenery and its wild plants and
animals as well as any existing
cultural manifestations (Ceballos
Lascurain, 1996).
Overview of Nigerian National
Parks
The main objective of any
conservationist is to prevent the
nation from running out of natural
resources, such as game animals
that provided food and clothing
and timber that provided fuel and
shelter. Loomis (2002) stated that
conservationists
were also
interested in the preservation of
consumptive value but for their
aesthetic and spiritual values.
This motivation
led to the
establishment of the Yellowstone
National parks as the world's first
truly National parks in 1872.
National Parks in Nigeria have not
been fully exploited from cultural
and wildlife part of view and for
tourism purposes. We need to
explore them to boost tourism.
National parks in Nigeria have
many natural resources which
lnternational Journal ofCommunication

have turned them into tourist
attraction areas (Adegbe, 1999:9).
Eight National parks are in
existence
in Nigeria,
these
includes, Karnji lake, Yankari, Old
oyo, Gashaka Gumti, chad basin,
Cross River, Okomu and Kamuku
National parks.
Kaniji lake National park: This is
the first National park in Nigeria. It
is in kwara state and it was
established in 1979 with the two
sectors (the Borgu Game Reserve
and Zugurma Game Reserve). The
Borgu sector alone covers an area
of about 3, 929 sq. km of savanna
woodland, and zugurma cover an
area of about 1,370 sq.k,. Adegbe
(1999) noted that at Kaniji Lake for
boating and fishing. The mammal
commonly found in the park is
documented by Milligan (1979)
includes: Elephant, Lion, Hyena,
Buffalo, Kobi, Baboon, patas
monkey and others. The best time
for visit and game viewing are from
December to June and in the early
morning or evening, trips can be
arranged from 6.00am, either in
park vehicles or visitor's own
vehicle. Birdlife IS abundant
especially near the river; visitors
should call the wawa game
wardens
office
for more
information. Some of the facilities
in the
park
are
chalets
restaurants, conference hall and
waterbus for lake cruising.
Yankari National Park: This
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the premier game reserve in The park is a birdwatcher's
Nigeria. The reserve covers about
paradise with a wide variety of
2, 058sq.km of savanna woodland species, and there is excellent
fishing in the River Kam.The park
and is well stocked with elephants,
also contained some historical
baboons,
waterbucks,
sites, one of which is the old
bushbucks,
oribi, crocodile,
German Fort at the Gashaka hill.
hippopotamus,
roan antelope,
buffalo and various types of
monkeys. The best time to visit is Old Oyo National Park: The park
between November and May. is about2,512sqkm, making it the
Yankari Park has the legendary fourth largest park in Nigeria. The
wikki warm spring for swimming, Agbaku cave and Ikere Gorge Dam
which is the main attraction.
are tourist grounds in Old Oyo N.
Other tourist attractions
are
P. The cultural/ Historical sites
Marshall Caves, Dukkey, well, are the Koso Rock, Relics of the
shausha and Ampara ancient iron city wall, the Oyo
ite water,
smelting sites, Dogonwruwa rock Reservoir, the royal cemeteries
painting etc (Marguba, 2002). etc. Natural
resources
are
Yankari provides facilities for Buffoon's kob, baboon, papio
ecotourism and cultural tourism.
arubis, kobus kobus, bush bulk
The park has 110 visitors chalets
etc. there are many other places
categorized along student/ low around the town with tourist value
income
hotel,
a standard
to be visited. The town is highly
restaurant,
in and out door endowed with local industries
such as weaving handlooms, tying
facilities
like table
tennis,
and dyeing.The facilities available
badminton etc.
are chalets, tourist camps, and
restaurant,
air
Gashaka Gumti National Park: It standard
is situated in the southeast corner conditioned bus and facilities for
of Taraba State, adjoining the boating and sports fishing etc.
Mambilla plateau. It covers an
area of about 6,OOOsqkm. It is the Cross River National Park: Cross
most scenic of all the National River National ark is located in the
park in Nigeria. It is the most south eastern corner of the
country. The park covers a total
important site for nature tourism
with pleasant
sub-temperate
area of 400km2 lying South East
climate, beautiful away of scenery corner of Nigeria in Cross River
dominated by mountain, valleys, state and of a loop of the Cross
rivers etc (NTDC, 2005). It River and extending along the
contains
Nigeria's
highest
republic of Cameroon boarder
mountain chapel Waddi (2409m). (CRSG,2005). The park comprises
All
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two geographically
noncontiguous divisions, the Oban
Division lies in the Southern part
of Cross River State. Oban division
covers an area of 300km2 it is
named after the Oban Hills (Earth
watch Institute,
2005). The
Division is ecologically contiguous
with Korup National park in the
Republic of Cameroon. This is one
of the most ornithological diverse
sites in Nigeria (CRSTB, 2005).
Okwangwo division is rich in
biodiversity and ecosystem types.
It was carved out from the
Okwangwo, Boshi and Boshi
extension forest reserves; it covers
an area of about 1000km2, and
ecologically
contiguous
with
Takamanda forest reserve in the
republic of Cameroon (Edet,
1996). Cross River National parks
is significant
for regional
watershed protection, prevention
of savannization, protection of
biodiversity and the potential for
gorilla-based tourism. This park
contains
the last remaining
rainforest in Nigeria, which is
being preserved with the help of
the Nigerian
Conservation
Foundation (NCF).
Okomu NationaJ Park: Okomu
National Park is located about
40km West of Benin city in Ovia
South-west
local Government
Area ofEdo State. The total area of
the
park
is 1,73sq,
km,
constituting only 9% of the total
area covered by the Okomu forest
International
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reserve. The park is a remaining
representative sample of a typical
tropical rainforest ecosystem in
the south western part of Nigeria.
Kamuku National Park: It has a
total land area of 1121sq km, and
located in the north west part of
Kaduna state. The park has some
cultural significance with two
major tribes, qwans and the
Kamukus (Marguba, 2002), as
well as natural empowerments.
Traditionally, both are mainly
farmers, although they are also
hunters,
past-oralists,
expert
craftsmen, weaves, blacksmiths
and pottery makers (Marguba,
2008). It forms a long boundary
with Kuyambana Game reserve of
Zamfara state to the north-west.
Other ecotourism attractions of
Kamuku include:
.:. Dogon Riverwaterfalls
.:. Goron Dutse a single large
in selberg with a smooth
surface stratified into square
patterns black and white.
.:. Tsuaunin Remi (Rock Hyrax
dwellings).
.:. Kwakwa shida a grove of
naturally growing palms in a
single file which easily capture
the eye of tourists to the site.
Ecotourism
and Sutainable
Community Development.
Ecotourism
in
the
sustainable
community
development
requires
a
multidisciplinary
approach,
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careful planning (both physical What is utilized by the public is not
and managerial)
and strict
the animal,
plant
or any
guideline and regulations that will associated
resource
but the
guarantee sustainable operation
experience of coming close to
(Ceballos
Lascurain, 1993:6). nature (Nchor, 1996: 140).
Governments,
the
private
The tourism
potentials
enterprise,
local communities,
found
in ecotourism
sites
and
non
go v ern men t a I especially
National parks in
organiza tion sail
have
an
Nigeria willcertainly transform the
important
role to play if economic fortunes of support zone
ecotourism is to be successful.
communities,
if adequately
E co to U r ism ha s a tt r act e d d eve lop e d.
Age n d a 2 1
substantial attention based on its recommended that all sustainable
ability to provide economic
development strategies must be
benefits to conservation and rural
developed with the widest possible
development. Care should be participation of stakeholders. As
taken to avoid indirect damage to noted by Nelson and wright, 1995;
the local environment, culture or Slocum and Thomas Slayter,
economy. Handicrafts should not
1995, cited in Walder, (200) that
be based on consumption of flora participation
of the local
or fauna when this consumption
community in projects that affects
will endanger the species or local the i r l i fe con t rib ute s to
customs (Huber, Jr and Linberg, sustainable
developmen t
1993: 100). Ecotourism
is a Participation
enhances
forest
sizeable and growing industry for sustainability as it ensures that
many countries.
One of the
stakeholders
understand
the
primary advantages of ecotourism
balance of the burden (costs) and
is that it provides one impetus to benefits ratios that have been
expand both conservation and
considered for forest conservation
tourism development. Tourism in (Orhiere,
1996: 132). A well
protected area encourages local managed ecotourism can also
manufacture of goods, improves assist in protecting or restoring a
living standards, generates local community's or a region's cultural
tax revenues; enables employees heritage Ecotourism along side on
to learn new skills and increases
the economic development can
funding for protected areas and
bring employment opportunities
local communities.
Without
to remote regions (Huber Jr and
planning
and management,
Lindberg, 1993:76). It has been
ecotourism
will not succeed.
embraced
by many
as an
Ecotourism
is an attractive
opportunity to generate Income
avenue for economic development.
and
employmen t In areas
All
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relatively
untouched
by
tradi tional development efforts.
Benefits of Ecotourism to the
Indigenes
Ecotourism should be managed to
protect what is good about a host
community and tackle those
aspects that need to be improved.
Eagles et al (2002) noted that one
way in which this can be done is to
develop facilities and services for
tourism which can also benefit the
living condition of local residents.
Indeed protected areas can be
engines of sustainable
rural
development. IUCN advices that
protected areas in Africa should be
repositioned in the context of
community development and the
local economy (IUCN, 1999:51).
National parks not only create jobs
and raise income but can also be
used
to
support
local
communities' needs for:
> Improved
communities:
upgrading roads for tourism
access gives neighbouring
villages' better access to the
outside world.
> Education: Some protected
areas provided language,
l iteracy
and numeracy
training to their staff, skill
that can then be applied in
the community as well.
,- Training: The training that
parks staff receive in such
matter
as
vehicle
maintenance or food hygiene
willbe of practical use in local
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communities.
Heath Care: The medical
service available to park staff
and visitors can be shared
with local communities
(IUCN,1999).
The presence of park brings
about the opening of shops around
the park by villages, souvenir
shops,
prOVISIon
stores,
restaurants,
chemist
shops,
business centre etc. It can bring
the building of filling station
around the park. All these effort is
to encourage
the
local
communities, to improve their
lifestyles and work together with
the park authorities. These might
be the reason why the Nigeria
National park service initiated a
programme that will contribute
immersely to the development of
rural communities around the
park boundary. This programme
is termed
support
zone
community programme. The well
being of the host community is
crucial to successful development
of Ecotourism. The welfare of the
local community as a whole need
to be considered highly in order to
safeguard the resources of the
park.
Indeed
the
local
communities whose lives depend
of the park environment and as
the initial bonafide owner of the
area should be given preferences.
Marguba (2002) noted the parkby-park contribution to support
zone communities
since its
inception. The main activities of
,
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at Obong, Nsan,
the programme in the National classrooms
Aking, Iko-Esai and Etara villages
park were the provision of inputs
for:
are renovated by Cross River
a. Community Primary Health National Park.
Care
b. Com
m u nIt
y Infrastructural
Development:
Primary / Secondary Education
Rehabilitation
of over 150
c. Village level Infrastructure
footpaths to un-motorable rural
Development
communities. Construction of oil
d. Community Development and
palm processing mill at Kang
e. Farming Systems.
village in Cross RIVER National
These park contributions are Park and many others.
as follows:
Micro Credit Scheme: Financial
Community
Primary
Health
assistance to cooperative societies
Care: Construction of clinics,
to obtain FEAP loans. In Cross
procured and distribution
of River N.P., 20 practicing hunters
were retained
for va r i ou s
essential
drugs
to the
in tailoring
communities and distribution of apprenticeships
equipment to some rural clinics masonry, plumbing and capentry.
like in Amchaka, Ndabaza and This will enable them to set up a
others in Chad basin National new business, inorder to avoids
Park. Construction of standard
poaching.
Infrastructural
development
health centres at orem and old
of feeder roads,
Ekuri village in Cross River construction
National Park as well as the bridges, wells, pit laterines,
boreholes, electricity and good tap
revovation of health centres.
water supply. Renovation and
Donation
of ambulance
at
Wikicamp for use by tourists and maintenance of some town halls.
SZCin Yankari National Park.
Improvement
on farming
Education: Renovation of schools system:
There
is a good
and distribution of school desks to distribution of fertilizers to Goron
selected school around the park.
Dutse,
Kakangi,
Dagara
IN
Exercise books with the park's
Kamuku
National
park.
logo are distributed freely to Construction
of oil palm
schools in all most the local processing mill at Aking village in
Government Areas. Provision of CRNP.The provisions of improved
bursary award and scholarship to varieties of cassava, cocoyam,
the secondary
and tertiary
banana, and plantain to support
institutions.For
instant
some zone farmers to improve food
All
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production. In CRNP, 142 pigs,
105 goats and 50 sheep were
distributed to farmers (Marguba,
2002). Establishment
of two
community forestry plantations at
the Obudu Ranch and Busi village
to improve the environment and
provide cheap renewable fuel.
Acquisition and installation of gari
processing plant for the Iguowan
community in Okomu N.P.
Employment: More than 90% of
the parks manpower come from
the support zone communities
(SZC).They are trained as guides
and other skilled positions as well
as unskilled positions.
Since
ecotourism
infrastructure
is
mainly small-scaled and located in
remote areas, local labor and
materials are often employed in its
construction.
There are at least three reasons
for increasing local benefits from a
participation
in ecotourism
development. Firstly it is equitable
insofar as conservation of the area
for ecotourism
reduces
or
eliminates traditional resource
utilization.
Second,
when
residents receive benefits they
usually support ecotourism, even
to the point of protecting the site
against
poaching
or other
encroachment.
Conversely,
residents bear the costs without
receiving benefits they often turn
against ecotourism and might
intentionally or unintentionally
damage the attraction. Third, the

355
ecotourists, as consumers, often
support the importance of tourism
benefiting
residents
(Eagles,
Ballantive, and Fenell, 1992).
Suggestion
Some of the money realized
from this sector should help to
develop the local economy rather
than
being
leaked
aWay
Generally, to reduce this leakage
of tourism reveflu~nity
should be given to the lo~---_
resident
to benefit
from
ecotourism through initiating a
training program such as guides
and
managers,
since
the
employment
of the
local
communities' centers on unskilled
labor. In transportation,
local
boats, canoes,
mules, taxis,
porters
are utilized
by the
ecotourists. This people can be
sponsored to buy more expensive
transportation equipment. One of
the
tourism
products
is
sustainance. Food is very vital,
ecotourists tend to be interested in
local cuisine, provided that quality
standards
are
met
and
maintained. The local farmers and
distributors need to be recognized
and teach them the importance of
quality and reliability. Subsidy
could be given to the local farmers.
Souvenir sales are the easier way
for local farmers to benefit from
tourism.
Poaching
and
illegal
activities within and outside the
park's core area has been a major
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factor in the conservation of
National
park resources
In
Nigeria. For the control
of
poaching
and other
illegal
activities, the extension workers
should live with the people,
educate them and understand
their feelings and aspirations
towards conservation projects.
There ShGliid also be working
gnrups of anti poaching patrols
and campaigns
that should
c()_D--stitHte-neany
an-the heads of
--~---settlements at the periphery of the
parks.
Finally
regulatory
measures help offset negative
impacts, for instance, controls on
the number of tourist activities
and movement of visitor's within
protected areas can limit impacts
on the ecosystem
and help
maintain the integrity and vitality
ofthe site.
Conclusion
From the colonial period the
issue of wildlife conservation is a
national heritage belonging to
everybody.
Ecotourism
conservation is a challenge in this
present age. The reason is that our
livelihood depends solemnly on
the natural resources. We rely so
much on the wildlife resources of
the park. There is need to conserve
this resources for the benefits of
generation yet unborn. Policy
returns at the national level to
accommodate local communities
in all levels of wildlife management
will be useful. Ecotourism has
All

attracted substantial
attention
based on its ability to provide
economic benefits to conservation
and rural development. A people
centered management approach is
recommended for an effective
community
participation
in
tourist resource management. The
above approach is what UNRISED
(1994) referred to as the primary
environmental care (PEe). The
approach-rests on the assumption
that it is "essential to focus on the
grassroots or community level
when
making,
sustainable
de vel 0 p men top
era t ion a I
(UNRISED 1994, Holmberg and
Sandrook, 1992). Ecotourism can
be a problem to an area where the
country can use up their natural
resources to support the growing
tourism industry and they deprive
the local population of what is
rightfully theirs.
In a country like Nigeria,
National Park has attracted some
benefits to the host community.
Knowing fully well the importance
of involving the community in the
planning,
executing,
and
implementing
of
any
developmental
projects,
the
National park service introduced
the support zone community
programme.
Through
the
programme some private bodies
like National
Conservation
Foundation
(NCF) and world
wildlife fund (WWF)and National
Park Service (NPS) have come to
su pport financially to the need of
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this communities living around
the park. All is in the avenue of
protecting the park from human
exploitation,
poaching,
encroachment
and
illegal
activating (hunting and timber
production or getting).

Aremu
D.A.
(1997
(a))
Archaeological Investigation
in Yankari National Park,
Bauchi, Nigeria. Report offield
Research submitted to the
park management.
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